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and the villagers therefore called him Mahatmaya.
It was obvious that some very peculiar circum-
stances had brought such a man to settle down in a
village like Beddagama. The fact was that the head-
man and many of the villagers were deeply in his
debt- The failure of the previous year's chena crop
had made it impossible to recover anything; in fact
he was pestered with requests for further loans to
tide the debtors over the hot season, until the chenas
could again be sown.
The creditor was faced with an unpleasant alter-
native. If he refused further loans he would lose
what he had lent already through the death or emi-
gration of his debtors, or they would borrow from
others, and thus make it difficult for him to recover.
On the other hand the complete failure of the chena
crop made his own position far from easy: the debt
outstanding together with the interest would be in
itself a heavy charge on the next crop, even if it
were a really good one. To be safe in giving still
more credit, he required additional security.
It was Babehami, the headman, who devised a
scheme to meet these difficulties. Four acres of
chena would be allowed to each debtor: the permits
would be given in favour of the debtors, who were
to assign their rights to Fernando for one-fifth of
the crop. It was tacitly understood that if the four-